Press release - MATS report by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/0481
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Press release - MATS report
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/0481
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
y 
PRESS RELEASE BY THE LEADER QF THE OPPOSITION j 
THE HON. DON DUNSTAN Q.C.. M.P. 
OCTOBERj. 1968 
"Country people should not he apathetic about the 
M.A.T.S. Report", the Leader of the Opposition, Mr. 
Dunstan, said today. 
"In simple terms" he said "it means that expenditure 
on country works will be cut in order to finance works 
in the City. 
which 
"The L.C.L. Government / introduced the M.A.T.S. 
should he telling the country people this and^*-. 
hiding it from them. The plan propaw -
expended in the xpe-t^ opolltan area from $10,1*70,000 to 
000*000, per annum, or by 22i#>. 
"On rural main roads construction and maintenance 
and on grants to rural councils, the plan proposes to 
increase the funds expended from ^13,U32,000 to 8,000,000 
or hy 3h%. 
Mr. Dunstan said "This is 190$ difference between the 
expenditure increases in the country and the City, very 
strongly favouring the City. 
"According to the M.A.T.S. Report, and I assume the 
L.C.L. Government, because they refuse to state their 
position, country people are going to lose their entitle-
ments. 
"The Report has assessed the total funda available 
for implementing the plan over a period of 13 years at 
1332,000,000. 
/ 2... 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
- 2 -
"Other expenditure" is assessed at !!»5,500,000 in 
1968 and '$5,000,000 in 1986. The definition "other expend-
iture" in the Report is "grants and loans to local councils 
and amounts required for maintenance of existing and future 
works". 
Mr. Dunstan said " There is no adequate reason I can 
find in the Report for this item actually falling over a 
period during which $1+36,500,000 is Toeing spent on planned 
works in the metropolitan area. Naturally, if "other 
expenditure" progressively increases from $5,500,000 in 
1968 to, for example $10,000,000 in 1986, this would sCCbunt 
for an additional expenditure on this item alone for 18 years 
of 000,000 and so reduce the amount-available for spending 
on the planned works from $332,000,000 to $292,000,000. This 
would leave a shortage of funds of $11+5,000,000. 
"Some of the suggestions in the M.A.T.S. Report for raising 
money are - increases in car registration fees "by 
increased licence fees by 100$ and extension of road mainten-
ance taxes to vehicles in the h to 8 ton category. The total 
yield from these impositions will "be ^ 102,000,000. 
Mr. Dunstan said "The M.A.T.S. Report and L.C.L. 
Government appear to "be taking away from country people a 
large part of their entitlement to road funds and increasing 
their taxes as well. This alone is too much. But added to 
this is the extension of the road maintenance taxes, to boost 
construction costs. 
"Country people must realise the broad impact of this 
Report, as money will be filched from them to pay for works 
in the City. 
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"If the people in the country protest about the M.A.T.S. 
Report, the Government will be obliged to arrange for a 
more equitable share of the total road funds to be made 
available for work outside the metropolitan area. 
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